
Idaho Section of the American Water Resources Association (IDAWRA) brownbag: ““Boise River Reservoir Management in the 

High Water of 2017", Wednesday October 25, 2017 , 11:30 am  (talk starts at 11:45) - 1:00 pm, Washington Group Plaza 

Training Room, 720 Park Blvd., Boise 

IDAWRA: “Boise River Management in 2017 " 

Weather conditions in the Boise River Basin from fall 2016 into early summer 2017 combined to produce runoff exceeding all 

but the most extreme years on record.  Managing the distribution of flow from the upper basin to the lower basin to minimize 

damage in the urbanized valley, while preserving water in storage for summer irrigation, required careful forecasting and 

frequent adjustments of dam releases.  A few days of hot weather could have brought a catastrophe. A constant challenge to  

past practices, the runoff season seemed to never end.   

Speakers: Mary Mellema recently retired , having  worked for the Bureau of Reclamation Pacific Northwest Regional Office 

River and Reservoir Operations group since 2001.  She was the supervisor of the real-time reservoir operations group and her 

tasks include directing daily operations and water management for Reclamation reservoirs across the Pacific Northwest 

including the Boise River.    

  



  



 



 


